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J. Beer, M. Davis, J. Gordon-Davis, H. Lombard, D. Nelson, E. Stafford, B. Wilbraham, A. Wood, Mrs. Thurlbeck, Mr. Homann, Miss Richardson, Mr. Wheeler.

EDITOR'S NOTE

As we were unable, last year, to publish a magazine, we have endeavoured in this issue to cover two years' activities.

We should like to express our gratitude to those firms which have kindly consented to donate pages of this magazine instead of advertis​ing in the usual way. We very much appreciate their gesture.

PRINCIPAL'S  LETTER

Umtata High School,

14th November, 1948.

Dear Past and Present Pupils,

Uppermost in our minds at present is the beginning of a new phase of the School's expansion. We are watching the new Secondary School slowly—far too slowly for us—nearing its completion; a girls' hostel has been promised and we believe an additional one for boys is not far off; the Fund for the War Memorial Hall is fighting its way towards its £10,000 goal.

We face a really splendid future. Since the day, almost sixty years ago, when the old Umtata Public School was founded, replacing the pri​vate schools then, carrying the eternally growing burden of education, we have travelled a long way. The journey, however, has been pleas​ant, and rich in memory, tradition and loyalty. We have grown the way a school should grow, slowly, strongly and with dignity, and we trust that the trials of the past and present will serve only to prepare US to use appreciatively and effectively the improvements of the future.

After its progress, as its needs increased, from the first building in the Methodist Church grounds to a room in the Public Library and then to the store now owned by Mr. Charles Maker, the pride and satisfaction with which the young School, a wanderer settling in a home, first occupied the original three-roomed building on the present site—later, in 1907. expanded to form the Primary Block—are not difficult to imagine. We are experiencing much the same feelings today.

Recollection of school life stirs up a ferment of memories, of friend​ships, young and eager interests, ambitions, successes and disappoint​ments; but in the centre of it all the familiar buildings are the solid things about which the memories will gather. Next year we shall be carrying forward into a new, empty building'—a fresh country to be colonised—the Intangible, unbreakable thread of School love and loyalty,

spun from the ordinary things of the School's daily life, that has been handled by and has guided both pupil and teacher since our foundation. 
I think we can ask for no firmer assurance of success during the expansion that will take place in future years than that the sincere enthusiasm and downright integrity of the old, tested tradition should accompany us on our way.

Your sincerely,

J. R. WHEELER.

WELCOME TO MR. DUGARD

Last year, the School was pleased to welcome Mr. Dugard as our Circuit Inspector.

Since his arrival we have very much appreciated the many prac​tical ways in which Mr. Dugard has shown his interest in the School. He has actively helped us at all sports meetings. This year he organised a most interesting refresher course for the teachers of this area and collected a team of experts to guide us aright.

We sincerely hope that Mrs. Dugard and he will have a long and pleasant stay with us.

NEWS  OF  STAFF

It would be quite impossible to give a detailed account of all the changes that have occurred since the last appearance of the School Magazine in 1946. So we shall limit ourselves to a general picture.

In March of this year Mrs. Baker went to England for a complete, change and rest which she very much needed, having held the fort alone at Viljoen House throughout the war. During the second quarter Mr. Baker was taken ill and decided to take his long leave, and he, too, sailed for England. We wish them both a happy holiday and a. speedy return to health. During Mr. Baker's absence Mr. Wheeler was appointed Acting-Principal. Congratulations.

MR. STROEBEL RETIRES.

After twenty-three years of long and faithful service to the School. Mr. Stroebel decided to retire in September of this year in order to take a secretarial post with the National Thrift Committee in Port Elizabeth. We feel that a long and peaceful retirement is due to Mr. Stroebel, after so many years of service.

During his years at the School, besides struggling with our word order in Afrikaans, Mr. Stroebel v/as Officer Commanding the Cadet Detachment. In 1944, E.P. Fortress Command presented a cup, "The Stroebel Cup," to the Cadet Detachment "In appreciation of the long services of Captain H. P. Stroebel," a worthy and fitting tribute. Mr.. Stroebel himself was awarded the Efficiency Decoration.
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When war broke out, and Mr. Baker left for active service, Mr. Stroebel was appointed Acting-Principal, which appointment he held through all the difficult years of war, when a principal had to cope with all the numerous shortages, not least of which was the shortage of teachers.

At the beginning of this year Mr. Stroebel took three months' well-deserved leave and this was followed by a further three months of sick leave.

At Assembly, on the last day of the third quarter, Mr. Stroebel took his leave of the School, l&fter Mr. Wheeler had paid a tribute to Mr. Stroebel's work, Mr. Stroebel spoke to the School. Jill Gordon-Davis, the Head Girl, presented Mr. Stroebel with a small token of appreciation on behalf of the School and the whole School gave him three very hearty cheers. The ceremony closed with Mr. Stroebel's taking prayers for the last time.

We wish him and Mrs. Stroebel every success and happiness in their new life in Port Elizabeth.

We should like to congratulate the following members of the Staff, Past and Present : Miss de Villiers on her engagement to Mr. Malherbe in 1947; Miss Shirley Hartley on her marriage to a past pupil, Mr. Sandy Holmes in 1947; Mr. Kirby and Miss Jean Tooke on their mar​riage this year; Mrs. Arnold (Miss Mavis Pettit) on the birth of a second son in January; Mrs. Feros (Miss Rene Joubert) on the birth of a daughter; Miss Aggenbach on her engagement; Miss Steytler on her engagement to Albertus Claassens, a Past Pupil.

We have had to say farewell to several teachers during the last two years. After completing his degree, Mr. Fourie returned to his heavy labours with Standard 6, When Mr. Kirby went on a year's study leave in 1947, Mr. Fourie joined us in the Secondary School m a temporary capacity. We were very sorry indeed when he left us to take a permanent post in June on the Staff of the Rondebosch Boys' High School. Mr. Dennis took Mr. Kirby's place for the last six months of the year and in a very short time impressed us with his keenness and enthusiasm. He left us to go to Queen's College. In June, last year, Mr. Nortje left us to join Mr. Hare-Bowers and Mr. Marais at Dale, having done Trojan work with the School Boxing and Gymnastics. His departure was also very much regretted. Miss Botha left to take a Gym. post in Port Elizabeth and was replaced by Miss Welgemoed who in turn left us to marry. Miss Hartley left us at the end of 1947 to marry, and Miss Blomerus left to take another post. We wish them happiness in their new spheres. This year Miss Tooke, who did so much useful work in the School in connection with singing and rhythmics, left to marry, as did Miss Aggenbach.

We welcome, most heartily, the following who have joined the permanent staff : Mrs. Born, Junior Special Group; Mrs. Taylor, Std. 6, English Section; Miss Erlank, Gymnastics; Mr. Jansen, Gymnastics; Miss Smailes, Std. 4, English Section.
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During the last two years the following have been on leave : Mr. Kirby, Mrs. Thurlbeck, Miss McLeod, Mr. Homann and Mr. Jordaan in addition to Mr. Baker and Mr. Stroebel. We have noticed that holidays work wonders for harassed teachers.

We are extremely grateful to the following stalwarts who helped us out of our many difficulties for shorter or longer periods : Mrs. de Jean, Miss Steytler, Mrs. Bosman, Mrs. Short, Mrs. Malan, Mrs. Preston. Mrs. Holmes and Mrs. Welsh. In Mrs. Viljoen and Mrs. Short we lost two of our permanently-temporary teachers. They came into the School on numerous occasions, proving themselves adaptable to any sort of work and to any class. They helped us through many difficult periods and we are greatly indebted to them. We wish them joy in their new homes. To help us out of various difficulties we have had to borrow Miss Wood from the Primary School for the last nine months. We in the Secondary School have now learned the art of "Polishing souls!"

*
*      *      *

Mr. Hare-Bowers continues to take a great interest in the School and its pupils, past and present. We on the editorial staff wish we had him with us, for he has the most amazing knowledge of the activities of our past pupils, and an exceedingly retentive memory.

*
*      *      *

Congratulations to Mr. Kirby on winning the Men's Singles Handi​cap and on reaching the final of the Mixed Doubles Championships at the Transkeian Tennis Championships. In addition he has proved an exceedingly useful member of various Umtata and Transkeian tennis teams.

*
*      *       *

Last year we met Miss Bullbring who still retains a great affection for this School and its pupils. We who remember her coming to the School twenty years ago envy her eternal youthfulness. She is quite unchanged.

*
*      *      *

Miss de Kock enhanced the reputation of the School by being chosen to play for Border in the Currie Cup Hockey Tournament. Miss Erlank played for the possibles in the trials. Congratulations to them both. We feel that the School Hockey is in very safe hands.

*
*      *      *

We are very pleased to see Miss Ruby Smith when she comes into town. Like Miss Bulbring she seems to have the secret of eternal youth.

*
*      *      *

Mr. Kirby excelled himself at the Chess Championships last year and since his return to the School has started a chess club. We are looking forward to recording the names of many champions in the future.

*
*       *       *
Mrs. King  (Miss Johnstone)  is living in Kroonstad.

*
*       *       *

We were pleased to see Mrs. Notcutt (Miss Winifred Hallett) in town this year. She is now living in Johannesburg.
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OUR  ROVING   REPORTER

The highlight of the first term of 1947 was the occasion of the Royal visit to Umtata. After many hours of discussion, under the Chairmanship of Mr. Pearce, the Chairman of the school Board, arrangements were perfected for all the children of the Transkei to see the Royal Family on the Rec. ground. We should like to con​gratulate Mr. Peace and his committee on the arrangements for every​thing went off without a hitch. The Schools were marshalled early. When the Royal Family arrived they stopped to enable three girls, the daughters of three men who gave their lives in the last war, to present bouquets to the Queen and the two Princesses. Irene Grobler presented a bouquet to the Queen on behalf of the children of the central area of the Transkei. The small daughter of Jimmy and Olive White (Nevill), attended by the Senior prefect of the Butterworth High School, and a small girl from the Northern districts, attended "by Gillian Smale, Senior Prefect of the U.H.S., presented bouquets to the two Princesses. The children were thrilled with the Queen's graciousness. In the evening we very much enjoyed the fireworks display.

*
*      *      *

We now have a caretaker to look after the buildings and grounds. Mr. Macdonald, who was appointed last year, takes a keen interest in the grounds and in the School as a whole. He has been known to rebuke the Staff for walking on his lawns and is often to be seen encouraging the children on the School Courts.

*
*       *       *

Last year we gave the public two entertainments, a gymnastic display in the fourth quarter, and a concert. We are having another display this quarter as they prove extremely popular with the public.

*
*       *       *

Twenty years ago, on 2nd October, Dr. Viljoen, the Superintendent-General of Education, opened the hostel bearing his name. Well we remember his opening the front door with the silver key now to be seen in the dining-room at Viljoen House, and the witty and lively speech he made in the dining-room afterwards.

*
*       *       *

Our new Secondary Block is well on the way to completion. At the time of going to press we can report that the walls of the top storey have nearly reached the top of the windows. We are looking forward to the luxury of having all our classes in one building. The School will now be equipped with Science and Biology laboratories, a lecture room, Domestic Science and Needleworks rooms with adequate storage space, and a library. Past pupils who remember the long trails about the grounds to the various buildings will readily believe that the future generation of Secondary pupils are going to be spoiled with luxuries.

*
*       *       *

Credit must be given to all those who have worked hard and long in the past to obtain for the School adequate buildings. That our
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School Board has always worked hard may be instanced by the fact that Mr. Pearce and Mrs. Fox Smith went as a deputation to see the Administrator when he was in East London last year.

*
*
*
*
We should like to pay a tribute to Mr. Nepgen, M.E.C., who in no small measure was responsible for pushing our wants with the authori​ties, and consequently our success is in a large measure due to him. We are extremely grateful to Mr. Nepgen for all the interest he has shown in the School during all the years he has served on the Pro​vincial Council. We wish him a peaceful retirement at the end of the session. Thank you.

*
*
*
*

Our new playing fields, in the School grounds, are at last taking shape. The School has to be grateful to the interest Mr. Fox Smith has shown in the Grounds. He is often to be seen keeping an eye on things.

*
*       *       *

Once again the School Bursary holders have been proving them​selves worthy of their bursaries. In 1947 Arthur Staude, having obtained a First Class pass in the S.C. Exam., was awarded the Munici​pal Bursary to Rhodes. This year Gillian Fox Smith, also with a first class pass, is the holder of the bursary at Rhodes. We wish them successful careers at the University. Hendrika Lombard and Ethel Hollis won the J.C. bursaries for 1947 and 1948. Congratulations.

*
*       *      *

We wish to report that under the able guidance of Mrs. Thurlbeck the School Library is being put into good order. Gifts of books from past pupils would be most acceptable! We should also be grateful to those who have not returned books borrowed from the library if they would do so!

*
*       *       *

The Leslie Clarke-Natalie Puchert wedding on 9th October was almost a School function. A good many pupils and several of the Staff were present. As the bride explained to us in private the romance had begun at School. Natalie made a charming Bride. She was sup​ported by Stella Puchert and Elaine Clarke, while Terence Clarke and Brian Puchert attended the groom. There was one unusual and very pleasing feature about the wedding. At the end of the toasts the groom was toasted on his own, the toast being proposed by Mr. Laker, the Secretary of the Transkei Rugby Union, and being honoured by the numerous footballers present. Leslie has proved a useful member of the Transkei team throughout the season.

*
*      *      *

Once again we have to express our gratitude to those ladies who do so much good work feeding the hungry and starving (!) youth of the School. Our Feeding Scheme is a great success only because these ladies come faithfully, day after day, to prepare the food.

*
*
*
*
Some of our more hardworking pupils were sadly disappointed last year. The fire alarm sounded and the School was reported on fire. Such was the excitement that even the Boarders rushed back to School
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from down-town leave. Curiously enough the teachers working in the School at the time merely wondered what the noise was about and did not move. By the time the brigade arrived the fire had been extin​guished by Mr. Wheeler. The paraffin stove in the Domestic Science room had caused the trouble!

*
*
*
*

This year the School had an unexpected holiday when the teachers of the Transkei met here for a refresher course.

*
*       *       *

We are most grateful to the Border Rugby Union for a gift of £50 to enable us to continue with the work on our new field.

*
*       *       *

On the 19th April this year, the Administrator paid us a visit. He addressed the School in the Drill Hall and then gave the School a holi​day. The Staff had the honour of meeting him in the Staff Room afterwards. He gave us the good news that the Administration were prepared to grant up to £10,000 on the £ for £ principle for our Memorial Hall.

*         *         *        *

We are most grateful to Mr. A. White for helping our cricket teams in 1947 and 1948.

SCHOOL NEWS

EXAMINATION RESULTS, 1947. 

Senior Certificate :   First Grade :   G,  fok Smith.    Second Grade : B. Almon, C. Erasmus, F. Ferguson, D. Hampson, E. Hawkes, C. Hilligan, R. Johnston, H, Macdonald, D. Shelver, G. Smale, M. Smyth, P. Vincent. Only 1 failure.

Junior Certificate: First Grade: E. Hollis, P. Laubscher, M. Maartens. Second Grade : S. Alexander, D. Ashwell, L. de Kock, C. Elliot, J. Erasmus, S. Fuller, E. Hilligan, S. Kriel, J. Oosthuizen, E. Dates, L. Riggion, M. Schroder, P, Smale, E. Uys, M. van Niekerk, H. Viljoen. J. Whitfield, J. Botha, W. du Plessis, G. Elliott, N. Erasmus, G. Garrett, P. Jackson, V. Schroeder, A. Trow, E. Vincent, K. Welsh, G. Wood, D. Winokler, W, van Niekerk. 100 per cent, passes.

PRIZE-GIVING,  1947.

The highlight of the Prize-Giving was that we had Major L. Liefeldt, Chief Magistrate of the Transkei, and a Past Pupil of the School, to give the address, and Mrs. Liefeldt to distribute the prizes. In his address Major Liefeldt gave us an amusing account of the School in the -old days.

Ds. de Villiers addressed us in Afrikaans and gave the School very sound advice on the subject of work.

We were delighted to hear from Mr. Pearce, the Chairman of the School Board, that the new Secondary Block would be built and that the new Girls' Hostel had been approved by the Administrator.
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INTER-HOUSE COMPETITION.

There was keen excitement as usual at the Prize-Giving when the result   of  the   Inter-House   Competition   was   announced.     Marks   are awarded   for   school  work,   games   and   sport,   cadets   and   attendance. Congratulations to White for gaining first place with 309 points.    Black obtained 282, Gold 2721/2 and Green 265.

This year, before the Sports, we altered the grouping of the Houses as we felt that the competition would be closer with three instead of four houses. The new houses were temporarily labelled A, B and C.

HOUSE  CAPTAINS,  1948. 

A :   Dennis Nelson and Betty Liefeldt. 
B:   Glen Wood and Jill  Gordon-Davis. 
C :   Godfrey Grammie and Hendrika Lombard.

SCHOOL PREFECTS, 1948.

Boys: D. Nelson (Head), G. Gammie, J. Hilligan, B. McGregor, E. Stafford, J. Wilbraham.

Girls: i. Gordon-Davis (Head), J. Beer, N. le Clus, B. Liefeldt, H. Lombard.

VILJOEN  HOUSE  NOTES

 Mr. and Mrs. Baker were in charge of the hostel for the first part of the year. When Mrs. Baker left to go to England, she was given a farewell tea and a present by the boys. B. O. Wilbraham made a short speech wishing her a happy holiday.

Mrs. Kenyon looked after us from the time of Mrs. Baker's depar​ture until the end of the second quarter. When Mr. Baker went on leave in June Mrs. Fox Smith came to look after us.

Mrs. Taylor, who has been a second mother to the Hostel boys for nearly ten years, is still a very good friend. (And spoils you! Ed.) Mr. Kirby and Mr. Jansen were our resident masters until June when Mr. Kirby left to be married to Miss Tooke. We presenteed him with a pyrex dish in a silver stand. Mr. van Zyl took his place in the Hostel.

This year we have seven House Prefects: Wilbraham (Head), Hooper, Jessop, Gammie, Wood, McGregor and Taylor. When Taylor left. Trow was made prefect and Schroeder became Table Prefect of the Junior Table.

"Bacchus" Jackson often visits us for he seems to like our tea!

B. O. WILBRAHAM. 
G. D. GAMMIE.

B. O. McGREGOR.

ST.  MARGARET'S.

It seems but yesterday that we arrived back at the Hostel feeling very fed-up with life as a new year had begun.   However we were quite pleased with ourselves really as, being in the Junior Certificate Class, we were now 
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among the elite. There were quite a number of new-girls, and, as usual, we enjoyed "wecoming them."

We had one excitement during the year. The Hostel was kept from sleep by serenaders singing, alternately, "Down in the Valley" and "Goodbye Little Darlin'." A policeman arrived and took their names for disturbing the peace!

The latest addition to our family is a ginger and white cat who makes up for what he lacks in beauty by his playfulness, and by his skill in destroying vermin. We always look forward in eager anticipa​tion to Henry's return from the Post Office. When we are disappointed, Henry tries to alleviate our misery by promising to write!

Mrs. Holmes and Miss White continue to look after our daily needs

MARGARET CAMPBELL.   Std.   8  c. 
NAN LIEFELDT.

CAMERA CLUB

The Camera Club was started again this year, having been in abeyance during the war. Mr. Wheeler and Miss Smailes are respon​sible for the Club, aided by the following enthusiastic Committee: D, Nelson, G. Gammie, E. Stafford, Jill Gordon-Davis and Pam Smale (Secretary).

A dark room has been fitted up in the Laboratory Block and satisfactory work is being done. Some members of the Club appear to find it interesting to take portraits of members of the Staff!

THE CADET DETACHMENT

The Inspection Reports of 1946 and 1947—the 1948 report has not yet been received—show that the Detachment has decisively won its way to recognition as one of the smartest in the Eastern Province and Border Command. Considering the remoteness of Umtata from Head​quarters and the consequent lack of the Permanent Force instructors that are available to more favourably placed schools, this is an excep​tionally meritorious attainment.

The increased efficiency is largely due to the regular holding of training courses and camps. To each of the Student Officers' and Senior NCO's courses, held at Grahamstown, the Detachment's full quota of thrQG or four cadets .has been sent, and the Course Reports received hare been very encouraging. The camps, too, have been well attended. Fifty cadets travelled to Woodbrook, East London, in Sep​tember, 1947, and forty to Driftsands at Port Elizabeth during the Easter holidays this year. These camps, besides being enjoyable, have caused a very noticeable improvement.

The Detachment has fired regularly in the Imperial Challenge Shield Competitions, Shooting was done last year in cold and drizzling condi​tions and as a result we were placed far lower in the list of competing schools than practice scores Showed we should have been. This year's results have not yet been published.
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The Band has  benefited considerably from the recently instituted quarterly visit of the E.P. & B. Command bandmaster. Though visits  are brief,  sometimes  for a  day only,  the Band has been keen enough to parade several times on each occasion.

Though specialist work has been at a standstill for some time, the Signalling and 'Ambulance sections have carried out their general duties with great keenness. The Signallers are to be congratulated on winning the Stroebel Cup for Progress and Attendance, and the Ambulance on gaining the Prestwich Cup for the best platoon average at shooting. Runners-up for both cups were the Band, who scored cent, to the Ambulance's winning 86 per cent, for the Prestwich Cup.
The third trophy, the Castle Cup, awarded to the consistently individual shot, went to Drum-Major G. Wood, S. Hildebrandt be very close second.

In 1947 the Prestwich Cup was won by Signallers, the Stroebel by the Ambulance and the Castle Cup by M. J. Mitchley.

Mr. Jansen joined the Detachment in the latter half of 194' on being commissioned attended a course at the Military College in December. We welcome him to the Cadets. Mr. Jordaan also went to the Military College, in June 1948, and is to be congratulated on passing the examination for promotion to the rank of Captain. Recently he has had charge of the shooting and has made considerable improvements to the miniature range by erecting a shelter over the firing point and benches behind it. As he is leaving at the end of the year to take a post at St. John's College, we bid him farewell and thank him for the enthusiastice and energetic work he has put into the  Detachment.

The success of a unit depends very largely on its Student Officers and NCO's, and we have been fortunate in having in the Detachment a nucleus of keen and efficient ones, whose training of their platoons was everything that could be desired.

Student Officers, 1947.

E.  S.  Hawkes,  C.  F.  Erasmus, D. B. Mitchley.

1948.

D. N. F. McKay, D. A. Nelson, E. Stafford.

Platoon  Sergeants,  1947.

D. A. Nelson,    K. L. Kennedy, G. D. Gammie, C. Quin, R. J. Johnston, E. Stafford. 
1948.

M. J.  Mitchley, P. J. Jackson, B.  O. Wilbraham, M. S. Hooper, N. J. Erasmus, M. C. Jessop, J. N. Hilligan  (Staff Sergeant). In 1947 D. N. F. McKay was Company Sergeant Major and G. D. Gammie in 1948.  The post of Quartermaster, with the rank of Staff Sergeant, was held by D. J. Hampson in 1947 and B. O. McGregor in 1948.
J.W.
DEBATING   SOCIETY

After  some years  in  abeyance the  Debating  Society  was  revived again this year.    This  was  owing  to  the  enthusiasm of  some of the pupils in the Senior Classes.
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The pupils themselves were responsible for the whole organisation and they have made a most successful job of it. The following Committee was elected : Miss Richardson, Hon. Chairman; Jill Gordon-Davis, Organiser; Josephine Beer, Secretary; John Wilbraham, Aidan Wood and Annette Downes, Committee Mem​bers.

The policy of the Society has been to offer varied programmes. At the first meetings two short subjects were debated and then a quiz programme followed. In the first Quiz the boys beat the girls rather badly. At the second meeting Peter Jackson and Peggy Laubscher were responsible for a most delightful Music Quiz. At this Quiz, the Staff present, although not taking part, found themselves badly outclassed! Several pupils proved themselves to be promising speakers. Jill Gordon-Davis was outstanding, having mastered the art of speaking clearly, attractively and lucidly.

One of the most enjoyable of the programmes was a Mock Trial arranged and rehearsed by Mr. Kirby who is to be congratulated on the excellence of the entertainment offered. Lack of space prevents us from going into details but we should like to congratulate Mr. Kirby as producer and as Counsel for the Defence; Jill Gordon-Davis as Prosecuting Counsel; Tom Wylie and Eric Havenga as the best of a good collection of witnesses and Mansfield Mitchley as the pathetic-looking prisoner.

That the Society has been successful is obvious. The average attendance at meetings has been well over 80. Next year we hope to extend our activities even further.

CHESS CLUB

Mr. Kirby, who has made a name for himself in the Chess World, has been responsible for starting a Chess Club in the School. The Club has purchased a dozen sets of Chessmen and Mr. Kirby has made a large demonstration board. This club is proving very popular. We hope to record South African Champions some time in the future.

SPORT

RUGBY

The first XV started off the season with seven of the previous year's side. In the early stages the standard of play was weak, but it improved immensely towards the close of the season.

The forwards held their own in every game and proved to be a hard fighting eight. The backline lacked thrust, but played a greatly improved game towards the close of the season and produced some fine, clean, open rugby.

In all, eleven matches were played, School winning six games, drawing one and losing four,
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School vs. Reo. II, drew 3-3; School vs. Pirates II, lost 12-0; School vs. De la Salle, lost 12-0; School vs. Kokstad, won 11-8; School vs Rec. II, won 11-8; School vs. Selborne, lost 27-6; School vs. Technical College won 6-0; School vs. Butterworth, won 6-0; School vs. Rec. II, won 12-3; School vs. Pirates II. won 14-0; School vs. Kokstad, lost 11-8.

The   following  players  represented  the  first   team :    Mitchley, M. (Capt.),   Nelson,   D.   (Vice  Capt.),  Hooper,  M.,  Wylie,   T.,   Jacksson, P. Trow. A.. Winckler, D., Erasmus, N., Wilbraham, J.. Schultz, B., Hildebrandt, S., Cloete, V., Vincent, L., Peach, V., Stafford, E., Wood. G

P. W. VAN ZYL

SECOND XV.

The Second XV. played two games, defeating Kokstad Second XV. 29-0 and 3-0 in Umtata and Kokstad respectively. There proved to be some good material in this team, with many young players being prominent.

The Under Fifteen side clayed one game against Butterworth and were considered unlucky to lose against a heavier side, 6-0.

The reason has shown that there is plenty of rugby material in the School, and in years to come a useful fifteen should be produced.
The rugby coaching was carried out by Mr. van Zvl  (1st and 2nd XV.), while Messrs. Jansen and Kirby with the help of first team members coached the four lower groups.

With the rugby season having come to an end for another year, the School may look back on the past six months as a successful and enjoyable season, and may look forward to another season such as the past one.

P. J. JACKSON, 
Hon. Secretary.
CRICKET

The   School  Team   performed   creditably   in   the   Transkei League during the 1947-48 season though, on paper, the results were not very impressive.     School  played  12   matches,   won  2,  lost  4,   and drew 6. Kennedy did not come back in 1948 and his absence left the batting most uncertain, and liable to sudden collapses.    A glaring instance was the game against Umtata A.    At one stage School had 66 for 2 wickets, with Glen Wood and Mr.  Kirby well  set.    The  side were all out for 75!

Our rivals, Butterworth High School, were played both in 1947 and 1948.    The 1947 match was won by 39 runs, Kennedy dominating the batting with  an  innings of  60.    The  second match was a tragedy of lost opportunities.    With Glen Wood bowling magnificently Butterworth had 8 wickets down for less than 30 runs.    Slack fielding allowed the last two wickets to raise the score to 76.    School started well enough with 21  for 2,  and then  collapsed to  be all out for 42,  Butterworth winning by 34 runs.
Glen  Wood has  developed  into  an outstanding  bowler, and is a most promising  batsman  as well.     Tom    Wylie    batted    with great patience.    Otherwise the 1948 batting was weak.    The fielding, with a few exceptions
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was ragged. Tom Wylie improved steadily as a wicketkeeper. However, most of the side is young and players like Phillips, Raiph Weyer and Charlie Wylie show great promise for the future. McGregor has been an excellent secretary, and, at time, a useful bat.

The following played for the Transkei School Team in the Nuffiejd Shield trials: K, Kennedy (Captain), G. Wood, R. Schutte, G. Elliot, Reserves : V. Cloete, D. Mitchley.

Kennedy was selected for the Border team as Vice-Captain. G. Wood and Schutte were near selections.

Batting Averages,  1947-48 Season :

G, Kennedy :   45.2; highest score 65 runs. 
G. Wood :   13,1; highest score 77 runs.

Bowling Averages :

G. Wood .   37 wickets for 12.7 average.

K. F. KIRBY.

HOCKEY NOTES

On the whole, the standard of hockey has improved this year. This is due mainly to the keenness of the players and to good attendance at practices.

Trips away have been great fun for all who went. We feel there may be a shortage of players next year with so many budding singers in our midst!
We  shall  be  losing  many first  team  players  at the end  of the season, but have  great  hopes of filling their places from  the junior teams which have some very fine promising players.

FIRST XI., 1948.

N. le Clus  (Captain) :   A keen captain and a pretty sound goalie with only one season's  experience.

M. Bowes :  Not afraid to tackle but must learn to run. 
V. Kenyon : Has a good hit but must learn to place her shots. 
R. Bouttell:  A very promising player. 
E. Hollis :   A stone wall. 
H. Lombard :   Always plays a hard game.

P. Knowles :  A good player.    Be careful of reverse sticks!

C. Macdonald :  Plays a good game but must keep next to the ball when dribbling.
J. Beer :   Inclined to hit too far ahead,    Plays a hard game.

P. Smale :   Must learn to run.    Combines well with her forwards.

B. Liefeldt :  Moves fast but misses on the wing.

A. Downes : An improved player.

RESULTS, 1848.

School vs. Convent, lost 5-2; Girls vs. Boys, drew 2-2; School vs. Town lost 4-1; School vs. Kokstad, lost 4-2; School vs. Butterworth, won 2-1. School vs. Kokstad, won 1-0; School vs. Convent, drew 2-2; Girls vs Boys, lost  6-2; School vs. Cambridge, drew 1-1.

I. DE KOCK.
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TENNIS

Tennis has been at a fairly low ebb during the last year. Several very promising players, especially among the girls, left school after passing the Junior Certificate.

Because of lack of enthusiasm we did not participate in the Border Junior Tennis Tournament at Queenstown this year. Originally about 10 players seemed very keen, but first one and the another dropped out and finally the trip was abandoned.

David Mitchley again won the Boys' Championship at the end of last year, while Joey Erasmus won the Girls'. David Mitchley and Gillian Smale won the Mixed Doubles. Both these players, and others, are sadly missed this year. At the time of going to press the finals of this year's championships have not yet been decided.

In order to raise the standard of and enthusiasm among young players in the Transkei, a scheme is at present afoot to stage an annual Knockout Competition between all the High Schools in the Territories and Griqualand East. Apart from the inter-school competition, there are to be Boys' and Girls' Singles, Doubles and Mixed Championships. This scheme is also to be extended to all Primary Schools by Percy Daniel of Engcobo, whose great interest in tennis is well known. He has kindly promised to supply the necessary cups.

The school is in urgent need of more courts. Our four school courts are used by the Juniors and the three public courts which we use three days a week are totally inadequate for our purposes. Players like to come to the courts to play and not to be spectators.

We have some promising players who, if they do not leave Umtata, ought to do well in a year or two.

E. HOMANN.

ATHLETICS

1947 :—

At the School Sports, held in March, D. Grobler was Victor Luodor-um, with E. Hawkes, one point behind, as runner-up. In the Victrix Ludorum competition M. Smyth and E. Almon were first and second •with 10 and 9 points respectively.

During the meeting Grobler set up a new High Jump record by clearing 5' 83/4". The Girls' High Jump record was also broken by Gillian Smale, with a jump of 4' 61/2". She improved on this later in the year and in the Transkeian Championships in May cleared 4' 9", to •win the Championship and establish a new Transkeian record. G. Wood, outstanding in the Under 16 class, made three new records—the 100 in 10.9 seconds, the quarter in 55.5 seconds and the 110 yards Hurdles in 14.9 seconds. I. van der Hoven did equally well in the Under 14 events, setting up records in the High Jump (4' 51/2"), the furlong (27.7 sec​onds) and the 75 yards Hurdles (12.4 seconds). In the Inter-House competition the Girls' Shield (E. J. Malherbe) was won by White with 72 points, Green coming second with 46. Green led for the E. J.
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Malherbe Shield for boys' events with 118 points, Black being runners-up eight points behind. The combined results for the House Cup, the Rex Dudley Memorial Trophy, showed Green winners (176) and White second (104).

The Transkei Inter-School meeting was held the fallowing week. Our old rivals took from us the School Board (Under 19) Shield, which we had held for many years : in return, the Hutcheson Shield (Under 16), which they had held for an equally long period, came to us. King Edward High School, Matatiele, won the Nelson (Under 13) Shield.

D. Grobler and G. Wood attended the Border Junior Championships at Queenstown, competing in the Under 19 and Under 17 groups re​spectively. Below his usual form in the High Jump, Grobler came second with 5' 6", and jumped well in the Long Jump to obtain another second place with over 20'. Wood ran second in his heats in the 100 and 440 yards, and won his 110 Hurdles heat. The final of the latter event he lost by being thrown off balance at the first hurdle. In the senior Border Championships at the same meeting Gillian Smale gained second place in the Women's High Jump and E. Almon and J. Maker second and third places respectively in the 80 metres Hurdles.

The last meeting of the athletic season, the Eastern Province and Border Inter-School Sports, was held at Port Elizabeth in September. The School's representatives, E. Hawkes in the 100, 220 and 440 yards championships and G. Wood in the same Under 17 events with the addition of the 110 yards Hurdles, both gained places in all their heats. Wood ran second in the 440 yards final.

1948.

A revision of the House system took place before the School sports. The division of the School into four houses had in the last few years proved inconvenient, and a re-distribution into three was made. These, While suitable names were being chosen, were called temporarily A, B and C. The Girls' Shield was won by A with 63, C and B gaining 33 and 30 points respectively, while C took the Boys' with 96, B scoring 63 and A 61. The totals for the House Cup were : C 139, A 132 and B 99.

Although rain, as usual, marred the meeting, there were many good performances. G. Wood emerged Victor Ludorum, scoring the maximum of 12 points in the four events allowed. He again lowered records : the furlong to 23.5 seconds and the quarter to 55.1 seconds. D. Nelson and V. Schroeder tied for second place with 8 points each. The Victrix was Irene Grobler and runner-up Susan Uys.

The Transkei Inter-School meeting, planned for the same month. March, had to be postponed because of extremely heavy rain and was not held until Monday in the last week of the third term. There were no competitors from Matatiele; and Butterworth, Kokstad and Umtata contested the three senior sections. All the honours fell to Umtata : for the first time since the Inter-School series was inaugurated in 193S the three shields went to one school. Wood again set up two new records, the quarter (53.3 seconds) and the furlong (23.8 seconds).
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The Saturday before, at the East Griqualand Inter-School Sports at Kokstad, Wood was timed for the quarter at 53.1 seconds. At East London the following Friday the E.P. and Border Inter-School 440, in which Wood through injury was unable to run, was won in 55.6 seconds. At that meeting Wood and V. Schroeder represented the School, the former concentrating on the 220 and 440, the latter on the mile and two miles. Wood had the misfortune to pull a muscle in the start of his first heat of the day and watched the rest of the events from the stand. Schroeder ran a game mile but misjudged his sprint at the finish to be placed fourth, crossing the line in a bunch with the second and third.

The East Griqualand meeting at Kokstad on the last Saturday of the September term saw five teams from School participating, Under 19, Under 16 and Under 14 boys, and Under 16 and Under 19 girls, all of whom, except the Under 14 boys, brought home the trophies for their sections. The first meeting in that series to be organised by Kokstad, it was extremely well conducted; the track was firm and times good, although the icy winds made conditions difficult.

At the Transkeian Championships in May, V. Schroeder won the Under 17 mile in the School record time of 4 mins. 59.8 sees. G. Wood, down with whooping cough, was unable to defend his 440 title.

An excellent opportunity for our athletes will be provided in March of next year, when the Transkei Athletic Union are staging the Border Championships, which also serve as trials for the South African Championships, on the Recreation Ground. All men's events, youths' Under 19 and Under 17 events, and women's events will be presented.
J.W.
NEWS  OF  PAST  PUPILS

UMTATA HIGH  SCHOOL UNION  OF PAST PUPILS AND TEACHERS

The object of the Union shall be to keep past pupils in touch with one another, and to consider ways and means of furthering the inter​ests of the School.

That the membership fee be 2s. 6d. per annum. The fee for Life Membership to be £2 2s.

Fees payable to The Treasurer, c/ Umtata High School, or to Mr. Baker or Miss Richardson.

NEWS OF PAST PUPILS

ENGAGEMENTS :—We congratulate the following on their engage​ment :—Wesley Tiedt to F. Norval; Mary Chambers to H. Lunnon; Aletta Potgieter to C. van Rooyen; Eddie Stark to M. Gomes; George Beckermann to L. Clarke; Hettie Cloete to P. van der Merwe; Eddie Moffett to H. Linden; Moraig Stewart to F. Mellish; Delena Grobler to Rev. F. Louw; Dennis Tanner to L. Venables; Charlie Stark to D. Bur-meister; Cecilia Smith to J. Hoffman; Sheila Durant to J. du Plessis; Peter Feros to H. Payne; Eleanor Senekal to M. Venter; Jean Puttergill to H. Espree; Fred Botha to A. Chemaly.

*        *         *         *

MARRIAGES : —We wish every happiness to the following Past Pupils on their marriage :

In 1947 : Frank Turpin to T. Olmesdahl; Philip Woodall to E. Bellad-Ellis; Daphne Shand to Capt. J. Macdonald; Alida Cloete to G. Brandt; Redvers Smith to F. Lundie; Valerie Kreusch to Ray Williams; Cynthia Hollis to J. Edmonds; Keith Muggleston to Madeleine Shearer; Sybil Uys to D. Marx; Douglas Spalding to P. Hollamby; Hazel Holmes to W. Lloyd; Donald" Collen to B. Taylor; Raymond Crocker to E. Schroederj Vivian Spalding to D. Macmahon; Hennie Cloete to N. Raasch; Francis Lowry to D. Smithdorf; Paul Wright to Anita Lund; Douglas Preston; Mary Nevill to P. Stubbs; Olive White (Nevill) to I. King; Clarice Peach to D. Coghlan; Minnie Grobler to M. Cleary; Ray​mond Crocker to E. Schroeder; Joyce Bruce to G. Hogg; Bruce Ronald-son to M. Roebuck.

*        *        *        *

In 1948 :—Monica Hemming to C. Stone; Joan Maker to S. Hack; RonaTd Honey to J. Marsh; Audrea_Snaldmg to G. Wicks; Erica Thomas to J. Mathee at Cambridge, England; Marjorie Hilligan to L. Gammie; Judith Lansdell to G. Muller; Stella Ronaldson to B. Charls; Dorothy Spalding to Eric Hawkes; Olive Rowsell to F. Catherine; Collin Phillips; "John Kaufmann to S. Hinds : Erica Williams to J. Dunbar: Marjorie Spalding to William Weyer; Merlyn van Vuuren to C. Purvis; Leslie Clarke to Natalie Puchert; George de Wit to A. Harvey; Thelma Snel-ling to V. Rabe, Elsie van Heerden to Jimmy Millard; Thelma Muggleton to D. Sparg.

BIRTHS :—Congratulations to the following on the birth of daughters:-

In 1947:—Mrs. J. Hassall (Madge Muggleton); Eric Sparg; Ivan Holm; Desmond Quin; Mervyn Moore; Jack Mitchley; Mrs. Lieberum (Vicky SpangenbergJ; Vernon Hagan; Gerrit Fabricius; George Feros; Carby Thompson; Herbert Larter; Mrs. Kunst (Gussy Tiedt); Mrs. Woodin (Tops Holliday); Mrs. Baxter (Freda Staude). *

*         *         *         *

In 1948:—Mrs. I. Surridge (Rhona Bruce); Mrs. Lonsdale (Enid Klette); Bill Strachan; Donald Collen; Basil Moore; Mrs. Dormer (Phyllis Muggleston); Vivian Spalding; Mrs. Nicholas (Evelyn Prestwich); Mrs. Brandt (Alida Cloete).

And to the following on  the birth  of sons :—

In 1947:—Mrs. Jermyn (Joyce Mitchley); Lionel Krebs; Mr. and Mrs. Bill Young (Mary Strachan); Ruben S;hroeder; Solly Smulov/itz; Mrs. Fisher (Muriel Wild); Mr. and Mrs. John Lundie (Betty Booker); Mrs. Crothall (Budge Fyfe-King); Mr. and Mrs. Harold Larter (Myrtle Burmeister); Hugh Dudley; Mr. and Mrs. Dick de Wit (Lena van Rooyen); Mrs. Whitlock (Noelle Whitfield); Mrs. Cowden (Betty Muggleston); Mrs. Alleiton (Colleen Sandwith); Mrs. Viljoen (Muriel Jackson); Mrs. Bowyer (Veadie Larter); Bill Mather; Rayner Sparg; Mrs. Kretzman (Mary Rayne); Mr. and Mrs. Jack Booker (Zena Blake-way); Lawrence Dangerfield.

In 1948:—Mr. and Mrs. Graham Wright (Eileen Lund); Mr. and Mrs. Keith Muggleston '(Madeleine Shearer); Jack Eyeritt; Pat Whit-field; Mrs. Geel (Sylvia Smale); Mrs. Hagan (Louie Starke); Mrs. Barnard ('Annie Dunstan); Francis Lowry; Mrs. McConnachie (Ninnie Marchand); Mrs. Herbst (Dolly Sutton); Mr. and Mrs. Donald Kenyon (Enid Schultz).

*        *        *        *

One of the most distinguished of our old boys, Major M. L. Liefeldt, was Chief Magistrate of the Transkei last year. He has now gone to King William's Town as Chief Native Commissioner.

*        *        *        *

To Terence Lowry falls the distinction of being the first of our old boys to occupy the Mayoral Chair in Umtata. He is following in the footsteps of his father who was one of the pioneers of the municipality. We offer our heartiest congratulations and feel that such an honour is only his due. Terence Lowry has taken the keenest possible interest in the doings of the school since his return from active service. He is a very active member of the War Memorial Committee.

*        *         *         *

Lt.-Col. Noel (Dickie) Niblock-Stuart has returned to the Union with his wife, after serving as Military and Air Attache to the South African High Commissioner in London and in the Legation in Washington.

*        *         *         *

Andrew Waddell was in town during the year. Dr. William Waddell, one of South Africa's leading gynaecologists, was in town to lecture to the local branch of the Medical Association.

*        *        *        *

Keith Muggleston did Trojan work before the General Election as Secretary of the local branch of the United Party. He is now a partner in the firm of Gush, Muggleston and Heathcote.

*        *         *         *

Last year we had a visit from the Rev. Basil Holt. He left South, Africa for the United States in 1920 where he trained. He had not forgotten his old School, for he presented us with an etching of Lieut.-General Sir William Dobbie together with a copy, in his own handwriting, of his famous Order of the Day which he issued while Governor of Malta during the last war. This is now hanging in the Standard IX. classroom. Basil Holt has lately been appointed field officer to the Institute of Race Relations for a period of three years.

*        *         *         *

Kevin Lowry has been promoted to commissioned rank in the Bechuanaland Police. Congratulations. He was down on leave at the end of last year. Leslie Lowry is in the Standard Bank in Bulawayo.

*        *         *         *

Christie Feros who was here in the Junior School has had a brilliant career since matriculating at the early age of fifteen. At the age of 19 he obtained his M.Sc. in Mathematics and is now in England studying music at the Royal Academy, having won the Open Exhibition in 1947. Heartiest congratulations to both him and his father, George Feros.

Mrs. Schultz (Jessie Welsh) has been to Umtata several times in the last year or two. We are trying to persuade her to write an account of her time at School because she was the first girl to attend the School. She was admitted to the sacred precincts as an experi​ment, and for one year was the only girl in the School. It says much for her that today girls are not merely admitted but are welcomed to the School. We should like to have a list of the rules with which she was presented. We believe that she had morning tea in state with one of the women teachers.

Mary Binckes (Mrs. Crawford) was a welcome visitor at the begin​ning of the year with her two bouncing sons. She is now living in Basutoland where her husband has been appointed as Engineer. Jack Binckes is doing reclamation work in Mount Ayliff. We see him when he comes to visit his large son who is at School here.

*         *         *         *

The town suffered the loss of one of its most useful treasurers of clubs when Joan Ronaldson was transferred to the bank in Cape Town. She paid us a visit during her leave this year. We are very grateful to her for gifts of tennis racquets and books. John Baker is with the Union Castle Company in East London but is going to Durban shortly.

*        *        *        *

We were delighted to have a visit from Desmond Steele and his wife whom he married by proxy shortly after the war. Also from Alan Goetsch and his wife.

         *         *         

Doctor Lionel Dangerfield has purchased a. house in Port St. Johns and spent his leave from the mines down there. We were pleased to see him during that time. Lawrence continues to offer us remedies for colds and coughs. He is now the proud father of a son and heir. Walter is working in Johannesburg.

*        *         *         *

Jake Jackson is now going  the rounds persuading us that Joko Tea is the best on the market.

*        *         *         *

Mr. and Mrs. John Lundie (Betty Booker) have returned with their two children after long years spent in Cairo. We hear that they had all their possessions confiscated by the Egyptians on their de​parture! They are now living at Vaaldam where John is with Imperial Airways. Mr. and Mrs, Jack Booker (Zena Blakeway) have been in town on leave from the Permanent Force.

*        *         *         *

Numerous past pupils have been in town for visits during the last year : Joan Human from Barkley East; Pat, Cecily and Shirley Harran from Cape Town; Mrs. Viljoen (Peggy Campbell) from Bloem-fontein; Mr. and Mrs. Frank McCarter of Hlatikulu, Swaziland; Mrs. Hillhouse (Annie Boyd); Mrs. Pringle (Elzebe Human) and small daughter; Mrs. Dormer (Phyllis Muggleston); Mrs. Surridge (Rhona Bruce) from Standerton; Mrs. Backett (Bessie Welsh) on her way back to Mombasa from England; Mrs. Hutchons (Mary Welsh) from Johan​nesburg; Mr. and Mrs. Kenny Francis; Mrs. Nichol (Merle Klette); Mr. and Mrs. John Browne from Brakpan where he is an electrical engineer on the mines; Mrs. Charles (Lorraine Taylor) from Cape Town; Mr. and Mrs. Billy Francis from Cape Town where he is in the Standard Bank.

*        *        *        *

Congratulations to Charlie Starke on the award of the Efficiency Decoration in 1947.

*        *         *         *

Since his return from Bermuda where he was stationed while in the Navy Nisios Colyvas has gone into business with his father.

*        *        *        *

Stanley Smith has sold the Mineral Water Factory and is now in partnership with P. Mitchley. During his ownership of the factory Stanley proved an extremely generous old boy of the School for he constantly gave us refreshments for various School functions. His generosity was very much appreciated.

*        *        *         *

Mrs. Hedding (Joyce Sutton), now in Elliotdale, was responsible last year for collecting £27 for the War Memorial Fund. Stout effort!

*        *        *        *

Jack Heathcote has been transferred to the N.R.C. in King.

Congratulations to Nicholas J. Erasmus who was awarded the Efficiency Medal in 1947.

*        *        *        *

Congratulations to Brian Shelver who passed the attorneys' admis​sion exam, last year. He is now in Idutywa.

*        *        *        *

Edgar Strachan has been appointed Messenger of the Court at Matatiele. Eric Strachan is a prominent member of the local Thrift Committee. He continues to assist with the monetary affairs of the Bunga. Bill Strachan is now farming outside Umtata.

Bubbles  Sandwith  is with the South African Navy.

*        *        *        *

We were delighted to have a visit from Mrs. Aldridge (Clarice Leppan who is now living in Durban. She was surprised to see how large the School had grown since her day. Helen Leppan, who since her marriage has filled in her spare time taking her degree and teacher's certificate is now Latin mistress at the Pretoria Girls' High.

Another welcome visitor was Philip Engelbrecht, who is in the S.A.P. in Port Elizabeth. He still finds life very entertaining, and he certainly managed to give us a lively account of his training. He appears to enjoy walking his beat. Apart from finding the Xhosa he learnt at School very useful in his job, he enjoys the extra pay it brings to his pocket every month.

*        *        *        *

Jennifer (Mary) Payn (Mrs. Blignaut) is now living in town.

Ted  Smale  was home  on  leave  in  September  from  the  African Explosive Co. in Joburg.

*        *        *        *

Jack Langley is working in the Municipal Offices where he has joined Harry Nevill, Town Treasurer.

*        *        *        *

Bruce Ronaldson is a Second Class Magistrate in Tanganyika. Last year he passed his Swahili exam, with 98 per cent, and 97 per cent, in the oral and written tests.

*        *        *        *

We were pleased to see Oswald Wilbraham, Magistrate of Tsolo, when he attended Bunga this year.

*        *        *        *

Wanda Dobrowsky who left this School in about 1927 has led a most interesting life since then. She took her degree at Huguenot and while there was a N.U.S.A.S. representative. For years she was the Secretary of the Pretoria Publicity Association. Last year she emigrated to America, a lifelong ambition. Several most interesting articles written by Wanda have appeared in the South African news​papers and periodicals. She is earning her way in America by lecturing on South Africa, in particular on the Transkei. She is amazed at the wonderful educational facilities to be found in the States and is equally amazed at the remarkable ignorance of many Americans, many of whom have apparently never heard of South Africa. She travelled to America via England and crossed the Atlantic in the Queen Mary.

*        *        *        *

Ivan Deetlefs was  transferred to Hepworths' Cape Town  branch last year.

*        *         *         *

Congratulations to Leslie Larter on his appointment as manager of Cuthberts in Umtata. Dillon Preston is now working with him and is providing his usual good music at local dances.

*        *        *        *

Congratulations to Nora Strachan on passing her final Nursing exam. We were pleased to see her in town this month.

Jean Richardson was in town at the beginning of the year on leave from Kenya. She continued her leave in England where she had a most interesting tour of the country, travelling mostly by bus. She watched the King and Queen's Silver Wedding procession from Cleo​patra's Needle.

*        *        *        *

The following are now at Rhodes : Mary Smith taking Fine Arts, Gillian Fox Smith taking the B.Sc. course, Elizabeth Almon and Arthur Staude taking the B.A. course and Barbara Almon taking B.Comm. We wish them hard work and all success.

Joyce Fox Smith and Eunice Thurman obtained their degrees in 1946. Eunice now has an interesting post in Johannesburg and is finding her psychology very useful. Joyce left Rhodes and took her U.B.D. at Maritzburg. She is now teaching at Sezela in Natal. Brian Sutton took his degree in 1947 and was appointed as Geologist to the South West Africa Co. at Omaruru. We hear that he has had a gay time in the wide open spaces and has found the work very interesting. However the lure of the Transkei is proving too great for, we believe, he is coming back to trade with his father next year.

The Meaker family continues to keep the South African Air Force In the air. Douglas Meaker flies to England with mail once a month. Jack and Kenneth Meaker are in the Permanent Force. Jack has made a reputation for himself as the pilot of a Meteor Jet 'plane. He flew this 'plane at the_East London Air Pageant at the beginning of the year.

*        *        *        *

Edwin and Dudley Roberts are trading in the Mqanduli district, and Leslie Roberts is doing mechanical work in the district. Wilfred Roberts is studying fisheries at Cambridge University. When he returns to the Union he will be in charge of all the fisheries. We remember Wilfred's hobby of shooting and stuffing birds when he was at School.

*        *        *        *

We continue to hear good things of Len Weyer who is the P.T. Instructor at the S.A. Police College at Pretoria. Vernon is managing his father's service station in Elliotdale and William is trading in the district. William is to be congratulated on his recent marriage.

*        *        *        *

Philip Hechter is in the Department of Economics and Markets in Durban. George de Wit, now embarked upon matrimony, is in the same department. We were pleased to have visits from both of them during the year. Neither has changed much since leaving School.

*        *        *        *

The banks have been well supplied by our past pupils. Harry Lowry continues in East London. Douglas Schiff is still in Rhodesia. Gillian Smale, Avril Richardson, Hester Hechter, Ruben Schroder, Athol Bowles and Jean Ferguson are in the banks in Umtata. Preston Woods has been transferred to the bank in Coligny in the Transvaal. He is married to Noreen Schultz.

*        *        *        *

Arnold Schultz is working in Umtata and Mrs. W. Kelly (Mavis Schultz) is living in Brakpan. Elaine Schultz is in an attorney's office in Benoni. Mr. and Mrs. Donald Kenyon (Enid Schultz) are still living in Engcobo.

*        *        *        *

Brian and Dennis Puchert are on their father's trading station in the Ngqeleni district. The latter tried several occupations until he decided that trading was the best. Natalie Puchert, having passed her final nursing exam, has been acting as staff nurse at the Umtata Hospital. She married Leslie Clarke on the 9th October. Leslie Clarke is in the Magistrate's office in Umtata.

*        *         *         *

Cynthia Elliot is a shorthand-typiste at the Rand Office in East London, but she hopes to go nursing at the end of the year. Jean Whitfield is at home, also waiting to go nursing. Cynthia Devantier, at present in the bank in East London, is also considering nursing next year. Malcolm Devantier is in the bank at East London and is busy taking night classes at the Technical College, where Keith Beer is studying to be a chemist. When we saw Cynthia and Malcolm in June they were completely unchanged.

*        *        *        *

Douglas Fowler has been acting as Secretary at the Umtata Hos​pital, which responsible post, we hear, he has filled with great success. Bonze Larter, Maureen Pearce and Dawn Bowles are also in the office at the Hospital. Bonze had the honour, last year, of being chosen to be one of the Colour Party of the D.M.R. to receive colours from the King in Pretoria. Heartiest congratulations. Capt. Larter accompanied Col. Tasker at the inspection of the cadets last year. Captain Jack Meaker took part in the aerobatics at the presentation of Colours in Pretoria. The newspapers reported that "his performance in a Meteor Jet 'plane was a great climax to the air display."

Gerhurdus de Kock is in the N.R.C. at Matatiele. We were pleased to see him when he was on leave. David Mitchley is in the N.R.C. at Maclear. Colin Hilligan is also with the N.R.C. Marjorie Hilligan (Mrs. Gammie) is living at Sezela in Natal.

Ronald Kenyon is joining the Standard Bank in Bulawayo. Rose​mary Kenyon is in the Union Health Department in Worcester where she is doing important work in connection with T.B.

We have been delighted in the last two years to have visits from Geesje Broekman who is with the Union Health Department. She pays visits to Umtata in the course of inspecting all the nursing services in the Transkei.

*        *        *        *

Boysie Grobler, Colin Crewe, Graham and Paul Wright are in the Permanent Force at Roberts Heights. Graham and Paul are married to Eileen and Anita Lund respectively.

Delena Grobler has been transferred to the Magistrate's Office, King William's Town. Nick Grobler is in the G.P.O., Johannesburg. Mauritz Grobler is in the Road's Office, Umtata, as also Kyle Kennedy, Campbell Quin and John Botha. Mrs. Cleary (Minnie Grobler) is living in King.

Johnnie Allen is on the mines in Joburg. Harry and Douglas Allen are working in East London. Gordon Allen and Gertrude Allen (Mrs. Snelling) are in Umtata. Thelma Snelling is working at Smale's in Umtata and Joyce Snelling is bookkeeper at Viedge's.

*        *        *        *

Algy Hawkes is trading in the Elliotdale district. We hear he finds it necessary to visit East London frequently. Esmond Hawkes is con​templating taking up P.T. teaching as a career. Eldon Hawkes was in town with "Ellery Woodward's" Band. They have just finished a long and very successful contract with the Colosseum Tea-Room in East London. Their music at a dance in Umtata was very much appreciated.

*        *        *        *

Rowan    Deutschmann    is    a    motor   mechanic    apprentice    with Dominion Motors in East London.

*        *        *         *

When Henry Wylie returned from Italy he matriculated and is now working on the mines. Jack Wylie on his return from Italy married and is working with the "Daily Dispatch" in East London.

*        *        *
Dorothy Ashwell is in the S.A.R. at Viedgesville.

*        *        *

Donald Beckermann is trading at Bel Rock. George has bought a farm in the Komgha district and is engaged to Loreen Clarke.

Athene Woodman is now postmistress at Tabankulu. George Woodman, who is in the Bechuanaland Police has been to England on three months' leave. Theo, who is in the S.A.A.F., was badly injured while boxing, but is now recovered. Florrie Woodman (Mrs. Mills) is now living in Umtata, having spent some time in England after her husband was discharged from the R.A.F.

Bennie Liebenthal who left here in 1944 to attend the Britzius Training College, is now a foreman in a timber yard on the Rand. Doreen was married this year in Joburg.

*        *         *         *

Dick Trollope on his return from active service was first of all in Swaziland. Then he went to Wits for a time. He is now living in Livingstone, Northern Rhodesia. David Trollope who has been in the local Post Office for some time has now been transferred to Living​stone. Lionel Moffett and Keith Woodall are in the local Post Office. We hear that Keith is one of the select few in Umtata who is regularly visited by "Theodore," a well-known character at the School. The world is still square!

*        *         *         *

Fay Ferguson is in the Magistrate's Office in Harding.

Hazel Macdonald is in an attorney's office in Tsolo. Noelle Lange is in the Standard Bank in Mount Frere. Averil Macdonald is in an allorney's office iu Durban and, we hear, is homesick for the Transkei, as is Franke Lange in the Civil Service in Joburg.

*        *         *         *

Izak van Heerden is foreman on a tobacco farm near Salisbury. Betsy was in town a short while ago. Susie Kriel is in the Civil Service in Matatiele. Maureen van. Niekerk is in the S.A.R. in Durban. Thelma Faber is bookkeeping at Werner's in East London,

*         *         *         *

Reuben Odendaal left in 1947 to join the S.A.P. We hear he is a Crack shot with a revolver. He is now stationed at the Duncan Village in East London.

Isobel Kreusch is nursing at the Addington in Durban. Nora Strachan has finished her training at the Addington and has done very well. Penny Vincent has done very well in her nursing exams at Pietermaritzburg.

*        *        *        *

Marion Currell, who was here in the primary school, obtained honours in the B.A. degree at Rhodes and now has a good position in Pretoria.

*        *       *        *

Sanna Botes is working at the "Territorial News." Anna is in the town office and Hendrika in an attorney's office in town.

*        *        *        *

We were delighted to have a visit from Duncan Wilson and his wife this month. Duncan, is Collector of Customs at Acra on the Gold Coast and is at present on long leave. He appeared to be enjoying himself looking up old friends in the Transkei. Keith Wilson is on the copper mines in Rhodesia.

*        *        *        *

Gerard Garrett paid us a visit this term looking very smart in his sailor's uniform. Now in the South African Navy, he is a wireless oper​ator on the "Maritzburg." With so many past pupils in the Navy we are looking forward to having one, an admiral, in the Him future, to give the address at our Prize-giving.

*        *        *        *

Harry Mather is at Wits studying engineering. Harold Bruce is learning the building-trade, as is Bobby.
SPORTS   SPOTLIGHT

Owing to shortage of space we shall have to make the briefest reference to the numerous achievements of past pupils in the world of sport. Needless to say our past pupils have formed the backbone of numerous teams.

RUGBY

We feel we must report the retirement of Jappie Preston from the Transkeian rugby fields where he has so often given a good account of himself as a doughty full-back.

Last year Bill Zeller who won fame as a Springbok three-quarter, and is now on the S.A. Selection Committee, passed through Umtata after watching the Border-Natal rugby match. He is President of the Natal Rugby Union.

Old Boys who represented Transkei on various occasions last year were Basil Kenyon (Captain), Nicky Grobler, Jakkals Coetzer, Desmond McLoughlin, Leslie Clarke, Brian Puchhert, Jimmy Millard and Sandy Holmes.

Basil Kenyon and Jimmy Millard were two of the three Transkeians chosen to represent Border in the Currie Cup rugby tour of the Cape. Basil captained Border.

This year the following have represented Transkei in various matches. Basil Kenyon (Captain), Sandy Holmes, Jakkals Coetzer, Desmond McLoughlin, Jake Jackson, Leslie Clarke, Terence Clarke, Jimmy Millard. Stanley Weber has played for N.E. districts.

Kenyon and Coetzer were members of the Border rugby touring team. Congratulations to them all.

In several papers lately we have seen it suggested that Basil Kenyon will possibly captain the Springboks against the All Blacks next year. Even to be mentioned in that connection must be regarded as a singular honour.

HOCKEY

Last year Delena Grobler played in the semi-finals of the Border hockey trials and Marjorie Jackson in the finals. Congratulations!

This year Jean Ferguson and Marjorie Jackson played in the Border trials. We notice also that a good many Old Girls form the backbone of the Umtata women's hockey team. Congratulations.

TENNIS

This year Hendrika Botes reached the final of the Ladies' Singles handicap, with her partner won the Ladies' Doubles Handicap and reached the semi-finals of the Mixed Doubles Championship. Heartiest congratulations! She was also chosen to represent Transkei against East London.

We often see the names of Anna Botes, Graham Preston and Keith Woodall mentioned among the local badminton stars.

CRICKET

Last year we were startled to read in the paper the following headline : "Sandy Holmes beats Elliotdale." Elliotdale scored 107 and of the Umtata score of 168 Sandy made 109! Other players whose names were mentioned were Philip Sutton, Keith Woodall, Bill Young, Nicky and Mauritz Grobler. In a match, North vs. South, Basil Kenyon and Ray Kennedy played for South and Philip Sutton, Sandy Holmes (105 runs), Douglas le Clus and Bunny Roberts played for North.

This year Bunny Roberts, Sandy Holmes and Basil Kenyon played for Transkei against East London, with Ray and Kyle Kennedy chosen as reserves. The paper reported that Bunny Roberts bowled devastatingly, took 5 wickets for 36 and so greatly contributed to East London's defeat. Sandy Holmes and Bunny Roberts played for Transkei against, Queenstown.

Mary Strachan (Mrs. Bill Young) is the new Ladies' Golf Champion of the Transkei.

At the Butterworth Golf Championship Marjorie Jackson won the Open Medal Handicap.

Young Douglas Jenkins is making a name for himself as a golfer in Natal. The paper says he plays in tournaments with the calm of a veteran.

ATHLETICS

Elizabeth Almon, coming with a Rhodia team, broke the record for the 80 metres Hurdles at the Transkeian Athletic Championships in 13.3 seconds.

IN MEMORIAM

STANLEY BROWN.—Born in 1897, Stanley Brown came to this School in 1909. He fought over in France during the 1914-18 War and on his return to this country, took a position in the Prisons Department in Tanganyika. When he retired owing to ill health, he returned to South Africa and died this year in East London.

We extend our deepest sympathy to his widow who was Miss Agnes Heathcote before her marriage.

SYLVIE HAMMOND GREEN.—Born in Umtata 63 years ago, Sylvie Hammond Green attended this School. After leaving school he took part in the Bambata Rebellion in Zululand and also in the Anglo-Boer War. He finally went farming in Rhodesia. He died in East London this year. We extend our deep sympathy to his relatives.

We should like to express our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Gordon Hemming (Flo Strachan) on the death of Mr. Gordon Hemming, M.P. last year.

PRO PATRIA

Definite news has been received about CAPT. GRAHAM KAUFMANN who was killed while flying a rocket-firing Typhoon over Normandy shortly after D-Day. His 'plane received.a direct hit from anti-aircraft fire. An old woman gave the information that the pilot had baled out but had been shot while descending. Graham is buried in the Bonnes-bosq Churchyard Cemetery. His remains will be transferred to a permanent resting place in a War Cemtery.

His sister Mary went to the Governor-General's Investiture in Cape Town to receive Graham's D.F.C. as her father was unable to attend.
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Lt. P. Gibson


      Capt.   G.  Kaufmann



